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to grepare to attuck to the Kast, The Mirst Batwalion of
the Eleventh Infantry returned from Corps reserve aud
elosed Into the Elevonth Infuntry Avea at 2030, Movemani
ordery were lastied ot 1700 hours and the Fifth Reconnals-
sanue Troop reconnoitered rowles of sdvancy for the coming
inovement of the Divislon to the Kast

ACROSS THE SEINE

ue Fierne Divislon started moving Kast aanin with ol
T jectives st Branres, 31 miles, Foxiasenoay, $6 miles

pod Mos oy, Y2 miles. Kvauess was on the moin raik
rosd rinning 1o the Sonth from Paxia,  Cutting this red
wounld ssxist in the cutting off of supplics and reinforos-
mants 10 the Geoman (roops In Southern Prancey, who were
S0o0n 1o be faced with apother Allied Iseding nesr Manke-
ik, Poxtanesusat il Moveemeay were luckted stentesl-
lly Southeast of Pasis oo (he Seixs Jtiver. If the Amerl-
s conld affect a crossing of the Swaxe River, It woulll be
possible to outlank Pamis and surround It, or pash dlrectly
on to the Esst, thus severing Northern and Southern
Franer, This plan was also part of a mueh higger plan
W prevemt the Boche from making u stand om the Seaxe
River,

During the ist of August the enemy continued to with
draw to the Eust and Northesst. 1t wis morelu bhope of
delaying the Americon adyspee than s potting op any
determined rosktances thot the German resr guards outs
posted the many road Junctions sud crossings. The forves
lofe 1 guard these places van In strength snywhere from
& platoon reinforced, to an emtire regiment, plus whatover
fleoing olements con’d be halted and added o the Marger
ceniters of resistunce.  Evavrss was garrisose) Ly Germnn
infantry wnits supplemonted by mochine guns, antiairceary,
sl anti-dlrerafenntidank (38 millimeter ) gops. The road
net in and around this aren wos defeaded by roud blocks
and mine flekls,

MArssExars, on one of the sslected routes of adyanee,
was garrisoned by approximntely (wo enemy hattalions of
three tifle companies each (100 men per company), The
entrances to the town from the West were heavily mined
and covervd by fire,  An antbaircraft company wius attachod
to each batteiton, At about 1700 honrs tanks and 335 milll.
meter antialrernftantitank guns were reported to be In
the Wi, The ebtraboes to Mai=sr, on the road to Foxvaive
nEAr, wore eoverell by 75 millimeder guns, ad the callmoad
ridge lending into the town was reported to have boen
minod.

Reconnaiskance elements  encountered severnl cnomy
{lznks, belleved to have been Mark IVs in the viclniy of
Maresnenmes, but they were oot engaged,

Divition moves throagh fiberoted Chastres

Second Infuntey st Etampes

On the 20k of August the Second Combat Team was
ordered (o move Best from Maisxyeyos on two roltes.  The
First aod Third Battalions weee to move ¢n the Norih
roate and the Second Baltalion wuas (o move on the South
roate. The reglment moved oaut onm the 21st and for the
first fow hours all went well and the advance was rapid,
At about 1000 hours, however, the Intelligence and Recon
naissance Platoon met strong resistance In the form of a
roud block defended by antitank guns and mortars. Hy
1020 hours the North column wus stopped seven miley
West of Eraxees by » oombination of hexvy artillery, S8
millimetor, 20 millimeter and mortar fire.

At 1160 hours armor and iofautry were dispatched to
the Nanks and to the own of Bovresvitngss.  Heavy artik
fory fire from the vielnlty of Voxax: was recelved while
untering the town and the advance wis slowed, The column
paseed through the town and reassembled on the Kast slde,
procecding forward again gt about 310 hours,

At 100 hours the North eclumn was again stopped by
heavy fire and artillery, about 3,000 yards short of Eraownes,
The infantry went into action supported by Mght tanks from
Company D of the Seven Hundred ThirtyFifth Tank Hat
talion. The enemy seemed (o have a great numbez of uuto
matie wespins in his defeusive setup, supplemented by
anti-tank gune

The riflemen returned the fire and drove at the enemy
positions in an attempt olthor to break the enemy lise, or
hrush the reststance puide und ulow the column (o procosl
The enemy five, whilo It wan nut 100 RECOTRLO, W& BeVOr-
theless plentiful and scvernl ensunltics were sustzined, Two
of Ihe Heht tanks were knocked out by antitank fire.

At 1560 hours the Flret Battalion was committod nnd
deployed on both sldes of the main roates inlo KrAvres. An
advance was atarted st 1000 hours by two companics of the
First Battabion, Tn wplte of the punishing enemy fire poured
into them the componies ndvanced stoadily, returning the
enemy fire with fire from machioe guns, mortars, and
automatic rifles, By a combination of marching fire and
support from the hattalion's heavy weapons, plm; were
made on both fanks,

At 1200 hours the Seccud Battalion wuas halted on the
outskirts of Kzavmers, During the afternoon the suwsny
delaying action bud turned (nto o desperate aelense of the
elty itself. By stubhornly smashing ut the wiemy positions
the Second Battallon gained fram throe to four hundyed
yards, AL 1900 hours the reserve compnuy was committed
but was pinned down by heavy sutomatic five from the
town. At 2180 ane company wus withdrawn and sest (o
maneuver Lo Lhe South of Erasives and move Into town
from the West to sesl off poesible cxespe In that direction.
Company B was dirocted to flank Braeees 10 the Sontheust
#0d socure the enemny’s Kasterm cscape route. This com-
puny renched (12 preseribed positions st daylight on the
284 of August.

At 2330 hours on the 21st of August Coampany A was
ordoral 10 olose emonpe roules to the North aud yeschad
positions at 0300 hours.  No enemy was encountered during
Ulbeches MAOY et Ls,

Duriug the night of the 2122 August our patrols stole
into the city and found some uncccupied enemy positions.

At 0800 hours an the mornipg of the 284 the reglmest
attacked the town with the Sceond Battallon, less one oin
pany, nod the Third Battalion abreast. While this foreo
attacked the town from the Southwest, the First Battalioo
hstg one company mttacked the town from the South. No
viemy wis eacountered and the town was entered without
delay. By 120 howrs on the 224 of Acgust all hatialaons
were In the town, and mopping up assigned seos,
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Dead Novl scldlers lay s the guttens
o5 Sth Divislen tanks and wfantry premed

Tenth Infantry at Malesherbes

Menuwhile, on the 2Ist of August, the Tenth Combat
Tenm advaneed to the East In o sweeping move toward
Montoreau. The column way lead by the Reogimental in-
telligence and Reconnalssance platoon under Le. Douglas
W, Curtds, As the fest Joop neared the wmall vilage of
Breok Sauvve, o mile from Masesurmses, they wore warnol
by o Frenchman that the Hoehe were deployod In the wouds
on bota stdes of the rowd lefors the village and that the
Amerteans were under ohservation fram a water tower
which could eagily be seen in the distunce, This Informa-
tion was relayved to the command post group umd the pla
toon was ordered 1o proceed, Just befare resching the vil-
loge, the enemy opencd fire with rifles, muobine puns,
“burp” guns, 20 millimeter guns and mortars,

The men leaped out of their joeps and flung themprlvas
to the cover of the ditches slong the rowd. For 45 minutes
the men Iay under a withering buil of encmy fire, unable
to advance, withdraw, or even return enemy's fire. 1t be-
came apparent thot the eonemny ntended to eapture the pla.
toon intacl for they semt troops to the right and kft (n an
ateampt o encirele the reconnalgsance platoon. Ope of the
drivers, Pvt. Joeeph Gherard, crawled to his jeep ond
started tho motor with his hapds, all the while under the
gearching fire of the Boche, When he hud the motor run
niog, he teaped into the jeep and sped through the torrent
of amull arms fire to inform the wmain body of the situation

Shortly therenftor an enemy command car advanced Lo
the lead jeep and ordercd the men to surrender. The men
refused und the onemy fired on the sroup, woundiug cne
fatally, and taklng the other two prisoner. Before the com
mund esr could advance to the second jeep the relief fores
from the advanoce guard came lo the form of tanks to the
eight and left of the road closely followed by Infuntrymen
from Company 1 Tenth Infantry The enemy fed into the
town pursued by & storm of small arme and tank fre.

Ax the 1 Company plstoons sadvinced on Briox Sxove,
deployed on both sides of the rond, they were met by &
hall of mortar and 20 nillimeter fire. The Germuns weors
dug in just in frout of the town on both sides of the road
They also had at least three S8 millimeter puns placed to
cover the roads leading Into town,

At the orders of the Battalion Commnnder the 81 milll-
meter mortars wore set up to the left of the yoad ncar o
smal]l clump of woods, WIith the aid of excellent mortsy
support frum M Compupy, and the added Bre from one
platoon of light tanks from D Company of the Seven Hun-
dred Thirty-Fifth Tunk Dattalion on the left flank, and from
the platoon of medium tanks from B Company of the Soven
Hundrod Thicty-Fisth Tank Battalion oo the right, the riflo
men drove in at the town, silenced the 20 millimetor and
S8, and either Killed or captured the defenders. A= soon
#8 the town wos taken, e 81 millimeter mortars Qlsplaced
forward to support | Compuny, then crossing the left
platoons over to join those on the right of the road. With
this muneuver successfully comploted, 1 Company, led by

teward the Seine.

Capt. James . Borroy, ateacked with moarching fire scross
the low groand to the Northeast with the mission of clean-
ing out the woods on the far side of the valley.

At the same thos K Company bad been ordered up, and
swung its platoons to the Sontheast to attuck on the left
gide of the main road and take the bigh ground to (he
left front of the batiation

It wus at this point that a column of vebicles was ob-
served racing sloug the crest of & ridge about 3,000 yurids
to the right of the village of Detax Savve. At fiest these
wera bolleved to belong to the Thirty-I°ifth U. 8. Division
but on closer ingpection It was discovered that they ware
camouflaged witd branches. Tanks from botk platoons of
the Seven Hundred Thirty-FIh wwung their guns on the
convay, and the Third Battalion AntiTank Platosn went
into avtion on the right of (he rosd and sdded thelr fire to
the tankers. Hits were scored on several of the UGerman
vehiclee and the water tower sugpected of heing an enamy
ohservation post was hit several timeés by guns fromtm the
mediums

In the meantime buth | and K Companies had driven the
Jorriea from thelr emplacements gn the Ligh ground,
crossed the railrosd tracks, capuuring two S8 miliimeter
guns, and entered the town of Matzsuxunes, The Ammuni
tion and Ploneer Platoon of the Thivd Battalion proceedecd
ta romove tellermines fram the roud in the vicinity of
Beiax Sacvy, and the vehicles of the Battalion raced for
Marssuesmes,  Shortly ufter this, one of the captured S8
milllmeter anti-alreraft-anti-tank guns blew up, and It was
determined that the other one was booby trapped alsa

The bridge across the Bssoxse River In Maresiases had
heen pregared for demolition hy the Germoaus provious (o
our arrival. 1L was discovered that the fuxe hrt been 15t
onee hut hsd Bxxelad ont, A Germuan demolition sgoad re-
turning to finish the job that morning were told by o
Frenghman that it wasn't necessary 10 blow the bridge
ut that time as theore wore 00 Amaricans In the aren.  The

Sl Wiliam R OToole ssks coed &
rections of Freech milk maid.
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hesitation of the Cermans was al that our troops needed
and the demolition squail were ghot by the advanciog rifle
men befors they could relight the fuze, The charge was
located and turned out (o be n bontlomd of tellermines placed
under the stone sveh,

While the bridge was being secured froms destroetion by
the Ammunition and Ploneer Platoon, the rifie platouns
were deployed to the right und loft of the road along the
Weet bank of the river, Shortly after this 1. Company el
focted & eroasing of the hridge and outpoated a line astride
the main road te the front,

This advance was made under caver of fre from the
heavy machine gutis of M Compony. The gun crews climbag
w the roafs and npper stories of the bouses on the West
bank of the river. &t up thale guns nud poured » toeront
of five at the bulllings and German positions on the far
ahore.  This fire was very effective, and resulted ln a eom-
plete collepse of the Germun Fast bank defeuses,

The ercssing of the Essone was made with lght casual
ties, Whilo the Germans suffered & large numbor of kifled,
wounded, and captured. The remainder retrented to the
Northeast {n the direction of Fosyaisninesc.

During the crossing of L Compnny the strests of Mare
spsrirs wore thronged with the Hberated populnce who
chearad caeh now arrival of our troops with fervor, seem:
Ingly unaware of the fuet that they wers practically stand.
Ing In the conter of a fire fight.

Simuityneons with the attack of L Company was the
crosslog of the Seeond Hattalion of the Tenth Infaniry on
# hridyge slightly (o the vight of the one used by Company
L. On arrival sl the far side of the river they deployed and
outposted 3 e 1o the Southesst. The remninder of the
night was spent in consolidating the pesition and proparing
to continme the advance on the following moruig,

The Eleventh Combat Tenm, now complete with the re.
joined Nineteontl Pield Artillory Huattallon moved 55 miles
to the vicinity of Roisvessimgs, six miles Southeast of
Evavirks, on 21 August, The column maved out with the
Pirst Hattalion !eading.  The Eleventh Combat Texm fol-
Jowed the route taken by the Second and Tenth Combat
Teams and was in Division reserve, Twelve of the 17 me
dlum tanks attached to the Eleventh weree forced to fall
out due 10 engine failures and worh out treads that counld
pot be repalred.

The Intelligenco and Reconnaisssnce Platoon of the Klev.
wnth Infantry, pius o combat reconuidisswnce platoon of the
First Bavstion was ordered to proceed (o the bridge in
Guoxviter, and secare it until dayiight If IL was sot held
tiy the Germans or already hown. The platoons were foreed
(0 Jonve the road while they were reconpoitering towards
Guoyvites on thoe Buae River. Several shols were ex-
changed with n force estimated to be about 50 Germans,
Elighteen of the enomy were captitned, and the rest fled,
avidently thinking themnselves greatly outnumbered. From
bere the platoons procesded to the bridge und secured 16
psting & hoavy gusrd at the bridge, and sending word to
the muin body that their misslon was accomplished.

At daylight on the 220 of August. Company B Eleventh
Infantry orossed the bridge under falrly beavy covmy small
arms and tank fire, A= they reached the far slde tha enemy
connternttacked with four tanks from the North, The
heuvy machine guns from the machine gunm platoen of D
Compuny were harekedly put into action angd hegan to spray
the Gorinan Infantey following the tanks. A &7 millimeter
sotitonk gun from the sotitank platoon of the First Bat
tnlboes Wasted the German (anks and the ememy attack
fulterod. ¥inally, after a sharp ensagement the sttackers
wern driven off 2l the bridgehead secared. This fight cost
the First Battalion one ofeer and 10 men Killed, 16
men wounded, and four captured, (These later sscaped and
rejulned the battalion.)

The read to Fordaineblesu. A Natl who died for Mitle
lles In forcgeousd.

With ¢ Company furnishing flsnk protection from the
Germans fieeing from the uttacking Second Combat Team
at Eranres, the Second Bnitallon passed through the First
Hattalion on the 220 of August and oooipled the town of
Mirry that night

Also on the 220 of August ibe Sccond Comblnt Team
cleared up Kyadres and moved o the vicinlty of MoxTaasr.
Campany A, Seventh Engineer Buttallon proceseded to clear
the roads In the Braxpes area, removing mines und booby
teaps, and o detooator from & S00-poand bamb prepared for
demolition purpeses by the Germans

By 2830 on the 224 of August the Second Combut Team
nadl closed to & new area neay Massse, 10 milss Eagt of
Krawers, Hore the combat team was placssd in Division
and Corps reserve and propared for movement at g mo-
ment's notiee,

In the meantime, the Tenth Combat Team began thelr
artack from the vicinity of Maresaeries Fast towands L
Crarerry, slght miles Bast,

Early on the morniog of the 220 of Ausost the Teuth
Combat Team struck out from thelr bridgehesd on the East
bank of the Basoxxp fUiver toward La Cuariie. The ad:
vanoe was to be in column on the roud with the Intelligonce
and Reconpaissance Platoon leading und the Thirg Bac.
talion agaln us advance hattulion,

As the one plttoon of the FIfth Reconuskssanos Troop
reconnoitered the route, they were Informed by a clvitian
of an eonemy armorel exr concesled nesr the romd along
the routa.  Thix Informatlon wan passal on to the itegl
mentul Commuuder, and the Inte!ligonce and Reconnais.
sance Plutoon moved out to cover the advance As the
Reglmental Executive Officer, Le. Col. W. O, Breckinridge,
ook a pecition along the ronte 1o check the convay, the
Intelligence and Heconnpissunco Platoon arrdved on the
soene and drove the csemy armored car off with fire from
the 60 caliber machine gun mounted in one of the Jeeps.
After proceeding for abour five miles tho enemy was cob-
tacted in foroe

This time they concentrated their fire from 20 millimeter
unthairoraft guns on the second jeep fn which LA Curtis
wud Pets, Lamb and Stravsy were rlding, A= the men
hit the ditch they found themselves an the receiving end
of 20 culiber machine gun fpe from the maching gun jeeps
of M Campany who were rushing to the scene of the firing.
Shortly after this situntion was currected the enemy opensd
firp with an S8 millimeter gun. Pyl Melvin Lamb crawls|
10 the jeap aud uttempled to operate the radia. A second
#hot at point Mank range weanded all three of the erew
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lueluding the platoun lesder who was attemptiog fo bring
the plutoon into position to answer the epemy’s fire.

Another ber of the plat Pyt Kdgar Stalder, In
full view of the enemy and under oxtromely heavy fire,
loaped 10to lils Jeep and swing the 50 caliber maching gun
Lo bear an the enemy ambush, He returped the soemy fire
with telling effect, destroying 1wo eslemy WOrtars, ane ms-
chine gun and aboul a squad of enemy infantey. He con.
tinued to take the positions until e run out of ammunition,
whereupon be started thoe vehicle, turned It aroum and
racel to the rear for more ammunition, On the way he
picked up the wounded men und brought them 1o the main
body for madlcal asd, 185 arrival at the maln body gave
the commanders the situation and aliowed the deployment
of the troops to meet the situntion,

Hy this time the enemy fire had become extromely heavy
Wud it was readily apparent that the town was occupled

Civilisng remore roed block in French town to aid peogress of 516 Division
treops,

In strength by the Bocha, Troop communders moved to the
hoad of the colnmn, a briet estimate of the situstion was
glven by the Battallon Commander apd plass made for
doplayment,

L Company was dismounted and deployed on bhoth sidos
of the road. One platoon from Company B of the Bight
Hundred Elghteenth Tank Destroyer Battallon together
with the Third Platoon of Regimental Anti-Tank Company
AWUng Lo the left of the rond to pratect the left flank of the
deployed company. One plutoon of Hght tanks (rom Cotn-
pany ) of the Seven Hundred Thirty Fifth Tank Battalion
PINE the Third Rattulion AntiTank Platoon deployed to
protect the vight flank. Ove Cannon Company Platoon oc-
capied positions on the right rear of the left platoons of
Company L bebind a slight rice to the left of the rowd. The
S1 millimeter mortars occupied positions beliingd the snme
rise to the right of the road,

Compuny L advancsd against extremely heavy 20 mill
meter fire and cloanod eut the woods on both sides of the
road for the space of aboul half & mile. At this point the
miain Hne wag steock shd the advance halted

LA CHAPELLE FiGHT

Towards noon on the 224 of August K Compuny was com
mitted on the right flank and the right plstoons of L Com-
pany crossed the yoad to rejoin the left platosne.  The
antitank platoons displaced forward 1o cover the flanks
und the attack on the town of La Cuareioe began,

The Germany were dug In In front of the town 1tselt, in
buildings in the town, and on a ridgo to the South. The
vormal German [nfautey weapons were supplementod by
many 20 snd 40 miltimeter gntialreraft guns, 76 millhnetsr
unti-tank guuss, heavy mortars, and tanks omplacsd in hall
etilado.

One soction of heavy machloe guns dispatehed to support
L. Company attempted (o eross the rond and open fire and
were pinned down by enemy muchine gup fire from the lefr
Hank, They were forcad to hit the ground and erawl to
the protection of ditckes along the road and make s wide
dotour In oner to bring thelr guns to the assistance of
Company 1. who nt thut time was hotly emgugod with the
enemy's right fank defenses,

Early ia the afternoon K Company, led by Capt. John C,
Dalton, pushed ahead in an atthck disgonally (o the South.
vast in an effort to drive the soemy from the woods on the
right, The attack progressed well for the first few hundred
yards, and the raflroud was crossed without meeting #eri-
ous reslstance,

However, as ey crossed o small stretel of open grouml
o attack the woots, they attraeted the attention of the Ger
min 20 millimeter gun crews to the frond and left flank.
These puns were dug in beblm bul'dings and haystacks
and for a while were nearly Impoesivle ta plek up.  As
they concentrated their fire on K Company, |he enemy in
(ke woods ofther fled o the foxho'es on the slight rise
to the front, or remalned In their holes and cartied on
snipor aotivities,

On enteriog the second wooded area to their front the

Jeading platoons encoonterel two tauks loeated Just Ingide

the far edge of the woods, The company defended their
gulng stubbornly with rifle, muching gun and bazooka fire,
but the tanks coblinued to muneuver across the front of
K Company, firing at the platoons with 75 miliimetor shel]
und maching guns enusing a large number of casonltios aml
o great desl of confusion,

A bureied enll was gent to the antdtank platoon then
moving up on the right Bank, but before the 57 millimeter
puns could be brought to ar the enemy tanks withdrew,
It 15 helieved that the enemy tankers Informed the 21
nillimeter gunners of the axact location of the attacking
compuny, for in the pext hour the eneémy firo Ineregsed in
accuracy amd intensity, Xillisg one platoon leader and soy-
oral men and serlonsly wounding the Company Commandar,

In the meantime Compuny L supported by the tunkde
stroyers and antitank platoon on thelr fank began a slow,
steady drive towards the city of La Cusrecie itself, The
memy gpununers swung the 20 milfimeter guns to baar on
the attackers und causod sevoral casualtios In the firg few
minutes of the assault, At the orders of the Campany
Commander, Capt, Haroll D. Bowers, Lhe stiscking platoons
opened up with morehing five, and the infantrymen moved
dopxedly ahead, firing from tho hip, raking the woods aud
hayetacks with n deadly fire.

It the meantime the sttuntion om the Teft funk had To-
come worse and the riflemon of K Company found them-
eolves =uffering Incresaing casuilties sy the Boche Bunners
swept tho woods with explosive 20 millimeter rounds,

Finully o mediom tank platoon from Compatly B of the
Seven Hundred Thirty-Fitth Tank Bsutalion was ordersd
to execute a wide faunking movemen! around the right in
nn attempt to tary the enemy's lefe fank, At the sume time
Company | was committed with orfers to moke a whie
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aweep aronnd the right flank in conjunetion with the tanks
and drive for the city of La Crareile itasif,

During this phase of the battle, word was receivad at the
Battalion Command Pest of about elght onemy tanks estl-
mated 10 be Mark 1V, Vs anid the notorious “Tiger” tanks
moving toward (he nlresdy hard pressed piatoons of K Com
pany, Word was passod to the supporting artillery but
tho enemy tanks were driving fn fast.  Suddenly without
any warning or annouteement o group of P51 oghter-bomb-
otw dropped ke a bolt fram the blue and proceeded to strafo
the enemy armor ynmercifully, Buck and forth they swept
over the coemy tanks until the Jumbering vebicles were
forced to fee, One tank was knocked out completely and
At least two damaged und left in fames boforo the nvenging
fighters awung away and disappedred back Inte the sky.
Subscquent inquiriss failed to disclose eltber the unit or
home base of group, but & silent vits of thanks went up to
them thst day as thoy faded from sizht

With two rifle ¢ fes and a of 1anks attack
ing their left the enemy defense began to fa’ter and fall
back,

In the meantime hendquarters vehicles of Company I
of the Seven Hundred Thirty-Fifth Tank Hattalion moved
forward on the road to La Cgareaiy, with one medium tak
and an assauit gun in the lead. As this force reached the
junction of the rallroad and the main road both lead vehi-
cles were hit Ly direct, point blank five (rom an enemy 76
millipetor antitank pun situgted Just to the vight of the
maln road ot the entrance to the town. The Company Com-
mander war killed, and scveral men were badly wonnded
The vehirles were set afire and had to be sbandoned.

Meanwhile 1. Company hal reached the first Germian 20
millimeter unti-dirernft gun positions and were continuing
thelr advance to tho eity. Seversl of the enemy crews firad
untll the rifiegnen renched their pasitlons and thep at-
tempted to surrender at the lust moment. The advancs
continued,

Light tapks from D Company Seven Hundred Thirty-Mifth
Tank Battalion were sent to assist K Company in cleariug
aut the wools to it froot, asd the powesful thrust at the
enemy's left vesulted tn the sudden collapse of the defenses
in that sector. In the meantime the tank-destroyers of Com:
pany B Bight Huundred Kightesnih Tank-Destroyer Bate
talion reached the clty snd penetrated it outer defenses
Just prior to the arrival of L Compuny, At the same time
Companies K and 1 droave Into the town from the right wnd
the enemy fMed from the clty in atter rout, The mopping
up continued and an ontpest lne organized facing North.
L,

This engagament cost the Tenth Combat Team In ofcers:
3 killed, nnd ¢ wounded; [n Enlisted Men: & killed und 40
wounded.

1t was lewrned later that the town bad beet defended by
the German One Thousand Teuth Security Hoglment The
enemy sulfered st leuxt 76 killed and 278 captured

The populace of the town turpded oul to weicome the
troops and an imprompiu celebratlon wis stuged In the
stroets, The mayor of the ¢ity présented Battallon Com.
monder, Major Alden P. Shipley, with a Croix de Goerre
wan by him in 1838, Some German equipment wis taken
ncluding many 20 millimeler guos, o 78 millimeter antd-
tauk gun, and two enomy tanks, Ouor losg o moterte! con
wisted of ane 105 millimetor sell-propelled gun and & me
dlum tank,

Simultancous with the sttacks of the Tenth Combat Team
during the period of the 23.24th August the Second Combat
Team moved to o new aren in the vicinity of Usy, Patrols
Wwere @enl (o Investigate arcns holleved to contain onemy hut
returned to ceport that there wore no enemy presont in
the areas. At 1700 hours on the 23d August the Combat
Toum was again ordered to move Eastward and this move-

ment continued until the combat team clossd into wn ares
In the vicinity of MoxTMaonavx on the banks of the Yoxxo
River.

The First and Second Batiallons, Headguartors, Antl
Tank, Cannon, Medics, and Tank Companies vlosed into the
new arcn at S0 on the 24th. Loeal security was posted
and patrols to the Sunks cstublisbhed, The Third Battalion,
Service Company, and supply elements closed into the new
ares at 1100 hours on 24 August. Heconnalssancs Was (ar-
ried out durivg the day and s hefdge over the Yoxxe Rivee
located for a crogsing of the combst team. The bridge was
pitrtly destroyed hat conld be repalred in & short time by the
engineer company.

CROSSING AT FONTAINEBLEAU
Also on 23d August the Fleventh Combat Team with the
Finth Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop and Hegimental In-

Two Gerran had tracks and & taab are left bumning on the road to
Fontairebleau

tellh and Rec i Platoon leading. moved to
uttiek Poxvarsemrear, When the dense forest of FoNTaise.
maal wits renched, motor reconzuissunce proved to be no
fagter than fool reconnulssance and the Intelligence and
Reconnaisgance Pintonn heeuwme nbsorbed by the mdvasce
guard ax it moved through the forest without contaeting the
oncmy. As the advance progregsel, the polnt of Company
G surprised o Georman goord at o viaduet before he conld
detanate two airplane hombs wival for dcmoll.tlon.

When the Intelligence and Reconoalssance Platoon
reached the city It was dispatcbed to acout out the ap-
proaches to the bridge neross the Sxixe River and to see if
the bridge wae still futact, The Germans blew the hridge
Just asz the platoon approached. Company G srrived al
the Nortbenst edge of Foxyaixymeau on the Wesl bank of
the Spxe at 1600 hours sod found the enomy to be firmly
entrenched on the far shore.

At that time thers were no bridgebends South of Paws
over the Suixe River and although the Seveath Armored
was working on one farther North nt Metiw, it fell to the
Red Dinmond Diviston to extablish a crossing for the Amwer-
leun forcos wweeping across Southorn Fuaxcoe, Realizging
that the longer the delay in crowsiig became, the higher
the price that would have to be gnid for the bridgehend,
the Battalien C der, 14 Colonel Kelley B
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